
RECYCLING 
Lesson Plan Preschool, Reading 

Prepared by Miranda Mook 

Fairfield South Elementary School  

LEARNING GOALS 
Students will be able to follow directions. 
Students can identify items  that are recyclable and items that are not.  
Students will be able to use fine motor skills to manipulate the Smart Board.  
Students will show understanding by recycling in the classroom.  

EDUCATION STANDARDS 
1. Listening and Speaking. Receptive Language and Comprehension. Follow 

two-step direction or requests.  
2. Listening and Speaking. Expressive Language. Speak audibly and express 

thoughts, feelings and ideas clearly (Articulation)  
3. Science. Exploration of the Natural World. With modeling and support, develop 

understanding of the relationship between humans and nature; recognizing the 
difference between helpful and harmful actions toward the natural 
environment.  

4. Science. Inquiry. Describe, compare, sort, classify, and order. 
5. Motor development. Small muscle: Coordinate the use of hands, fingers, and 

wrists to manipulate objects and perform tasks requiring precise movements.  

METHODS 

The students will be sitting on the carpet in their assigned spots and I will be sitting in 
front of them talking with them.  

Talk about Prior Knowledge 

“Last week we talked about worms and how worms eat. What do worms eat?” Allow 
students to answer. “That’s right they eat the dirt and then they poop out the dirt to 
create what? Do you guys remember that word?” Allow students to answer. “Exactly 
soil and soil is good for growing plants. We made a compost bin, what did we put into 
the compost bin?” Allow for students to answer. “Exactly we put different kinds of food 
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in there, we reused food to create soil. Today we are going to talk about recycling. 
Raise your hand if you have ever heard the word recycle.” Allow for students to raise 
their hands. “Okay where have you heard that word?” Ask the students that have their 
hands raised where they have heard the word recycle. “So you recycle here in the 
classroom. Well today we are going to talk about why.”  

Daniel the Tiger: Neighborhood Clean-Up  

Daniel the Tiger goes to the playground and it is a huge mess. I will talk with the 
students about whether they would want to play at a playground that looked like that. 
We would also talk about what they could do to change that. A few pages later Daniel 
the Tiger says “let’s get started.” We will talk about where they should start. Then we 
will talk about how they turn trash into something new. We will also talk about the 
three different bins that are at the playground and what goes in each one. Lastly we 
will talk about how they all worked together to clean up. The students and I will 
discuss the importance of recycling and cleaning.  

Sid the Science Kid Clean-Up Game 

I will call up students to play the game. The game requires students to pick up a certain 
number of trash before the time runs out. There are rounds that only require the 
student to pick up paper and then the game has the student pick up multiple things. 
Students will be sitting on the carpet in their assigned spots and I will call up students 
one at a time to play the game. The game starts easier and begins to get harder. I will 
make sure that I differentiate as the game goes on and help as need be. The game 
explains the how to play and I am going to go over the rules before they begin.  

Sort Recyclables and Non-Recyclables  

To dismiss for snack I will have a bag of recyclables and non recyclables and I will 
bring the recycling bin and the garbage can over to the carpet and have the students 
choose an object and place it into the correct place. There will be some objects that are 
food items and we will talk about the fact that it isn’t recyclable, but that it can be used 
for something else. This is when we will talk about reusing and we can place it into our 
compost bin.  

MATERIALS NEEDED 

1. Smart Board  
2. Daniel the Tiger Neighborhood Clean-up (PBS) 

http://pbskids.org/daniel/stories/neighborhood-clean-up/#  
3. Sid the Science Kid Clean- Up Game (PBS) 

http://pbskids.org/sid/cleansup.html 
4. Bag of recyclables and non recyclables  
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CONNECTION TO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE 

Students have been discussing reduce and reuse within the last week. They 

understand the concept of cleaning up or using things in a new way. In their 

classroom students also have a recycling bin. They have placed their paper 

scraps into it, but have never placed food scraps from snack into. Therefore they 

already have some idea of what is supposed to go into a recycling bin and what 

is not.  

ASSESSMENT 

Students will observed for understanding of recycling. They will also be 
observed throughout the week and rest of the school year as they recycle in the 
classroom. They will show understanding by placing the recyclables into the 
recycling bin without asking or being told where it should go.  

SPECIAL NEEDS OF STUDENTS 
Enrichment 

As the game goes on it gets harder and moves quicker. I will make sure that 
students who need more time go first but that students that can handle faster 
pace can go when it begins to get a little bit more difficult. Also she asks for a 
certain number of things I want to make sure I choose students who can count 
that high as well.  

Intervention 

Being able to use a form of technology for both reading and for the activity is 
going to be really helpful for the students. To use something new. As I talked 
about in the enrichment the students who need more time will go first and who 
can not count as high will have some extra help and instruction from me. Also I 
have two students, that I know for sure, may need additional assistance. Such 
as, me holding their finger and picking up the trash for them and placing it.  

REFLECTION  

● Discuss the physical, cognitive, language, and social emotional development and 
interests of your students and how this lesson is appropriate. 
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Physical: students are able to get up and move around as they play the game. They are 
also physically moving trash and recyclables to their place. 
Cognitive: students are thinking through the game and thinking through moving 
objects around the Smart Board.  
Language: students will be discussing and learning new vocabulary about recycling.  
Social Emotional: in this lesson especially students will have the opportunity to show 
how they interact with one another and with the Smart Board. Students may get 
frustrated or upset with the game, but observing them interact is going to show their 
development.  
Interests: Students love Sid the Kid and Daniel the Tiger so having students interact 
with those characters is something that they are going to enjoy. Also being able to play 
a game on the Smart Board is exciting and different for them. 

● How does your evaluation strategy whether you have met your learning goals? 

During the lesson observing students and listening to students thoughts on what they 
think about recycling. Then when being dismissed to snack having a visual for them to 
either recycle or throw away in the garbage. This will show me whether students 
understand from the lesson. Then the assessment is to observe them throughout the 
rest of the year to see if they know what is recyclable or not.  

● How have you hit multiple intelligences in this lesson? 

Bodily-Kinesthetic because of the ability for students to use their fine and gross motor 
skills. Students are able to use the Smart Board and move objects around. 
Visual-Spatial the book and the activity are both on the Smart Board, they are seeing 
things in new ways. With the Smart Board also they are able to see what each student 
is doing and are able to grasp the understanding better because they are able to watch. 
Verbal-Linguistic is hit when we read the story and are able to talk about the things 
that are happening in the story and that are happening during the game. Naturalistic; 
this is a multiple intelligence that I normally do not hit on because it is hard for me to 
incorporate into everyday lessons. However, with this lesson it is about nature. I can 
talk to students about how we can recycle and what that does for the earth.. 
Interpersonal is hit because students are working independently on the game.  

● What forms of assessment will show if the student learned what you intended? 

My assessment is observing students the rest of the school year to see how they 
interact with recyclables. If a student can throw something into the recycling bin in the 
classroom without being asked or without asking where it goes then they have gained 
the knowledge that I was intending. If students throw what should go into the trash 
into the recycling bin then they do not understand what can be recycled and what 
cannot be. 
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